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Se

Tagnirigg. s0 that only dirt roads and wood lanes could be used.

At 0900 on 19 March 1955, the units stationed in the Friedrich-Franz— 25X1
Kaserne (2201) in Neuruppin were apparently alerted. Approximately

28 trucks towing 17 x 37-mm AA guns assembled in the barracks yard

and left the installation at about 0930. They were followed by 6

armored personnel carriers and 3 ambglances. Approximately 40 truéks

occupied by soldiers and towing about 24 x 122-mm field howitzers ;

came from the direstion of Scholteplatz and p ILLEGIB
were followed by some 3C tanks of a new type A

to that of a T-34 tank and a turret which rese -

The gun had no muzzle brake and a caliber of aboul 100 mm. / J

On_19 March, units in the approximate strength of a division arrived
from the direction of Rheinsberg and assembled in the Zechlin-Flecken-
Linow-Reeinsberg-SchwanowmFrankendorf area. During the movement, all
highways and roads were blocked by barriers which were guarded by

The 25X1

assembled units were equipped with armored personnel carriers,
armored scout cars, trucks and several tanks. The soldiers wore
white badges on their caps. Almost all of them carried new rifles
~ith new sharp bayonets, 2 cm wide. It was noted that the submachine
guns were equipped exclusively twith box magazines instead of drum
magazines,

On 20 March, it was determined that a control headquarters was
located mouthwest of Linow, A number of telephone connections

were observed there. After 1700 on 21 March, the units took position.
In the following night, Wallitz, Zeuhlen and BiendWalde were attacked
by infantry with armored support. At about 1730 on 23 March, the
troops advanced northwestward. The exercise apparently terminated

in the morning of 24 March. A Soviet colonel referred to the
exercise as "shifting maneuver" (Verschiebe Manoever). The driver's
cabs of many trucks of the units involved mounted devices which
conaisted of 4 tubes, about 15 em long and 4 cm in diameter, and
were fitted on a tripod.,O0fficers were repeatedly seen looking
throush the instruments.

| 25X1
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Between 24 and 26 March, new tanks fired at the Gentzrode post
firing range. One shot was fired about every 30 minutes. A group
of vehiclegand officers with measuring instruments changed its

pogition after every shot. |

During the nights of 22/23 and 23/24 Marchy noises of trucks and
track-laying vehicles were heard in Neu-Roofen from the direction
.of the Menz-Fuerstenberg road. | |
columns of trucks, half-truck vehicles with guns and tanks

which came from the direction of Rheinsberg continually passed
through Menz and proceeded toward Fuerstenberg during the night
of 23/24 March. The columns allegedly involved elemenfs which
returned from firing practices in the Neuruppin area.

Comment. According to previous reports, the 12th Gds Tank Div
conducted winter exercises in the eamtern portion of the Wittstock
training grounds and eastward between 19 and 22 March.

\ | The present report confirms and supplements
these observations. | the exercise

was conducted particularly to train the command personna].\

paragraph 1 tend to indicate that a large number of

tanks of the new type (T=-54s?) participated. The units,which

proceeded on the Menz-Fuerstenberg road, may have been elements
of the 34th Gds Mtz Rifle Regt and army troops of the Second Gds
Mecz Army which returned to Fuerstenberg from exercises of the
division.

2. [:I_Cmnt. This was probably a test firing of tanks.
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“A€%0900-on 19 jarch 1955, the units stationed in the Friedrich-Franz-

25X1
aserne (2201 }niseumppin wore upgarently alerted. Approximgtely
; S 7 ﬁ‘*&u

paend 208 i A’ the” Werfnd yard

; at Mbut 0930:- TP Wrbre
moﬁi -l 3 azbnlnnocesre APpriig y«d0 {easis
odcupied by soldiers and towing about 24 x 122-mm field howitzers
came from the direction of Scholteplatz and proceeded northward, They
were followed by some 3u tanks of z new type with a chassis similar
to that of a T-34 tank =nd a turret which resembled that of a JS tanxk.
The gun had no nm;slo broke and a.’calib‘i-/og ubout 100 mm.

- .

. ’ .
on 19 March, uﬂﬂa in the upproximate strength of a division arrived
from the direction gf sheingpeps and assegbed. in the Zechlia-Flecken-
Linow=litheinsberg-5chwuhow-Frankendorf area. During the movenent, all
highways and roads were blocked by barriers which were guarded by
sentries, 80 that only dirt roads and wood lanes could be used.

25X1

30

assenvled units were equipped with armored personnel carriors,
armored scout cars, trucks and several tunks. The soldiers vore
white badges on their caps. Almost all of them carried new rifles

- ith new sharp bayonets, 2 cm wide. It was noted that the submuacaine
Zuns were ejuipped exclusively with box megazines instead of drum
marazines.

On 20 March, it wus detormined that a control heudquarters was
located southwest of Linow. . number of telephone connections

were observed there. After 1700 om 21 March, the units took position.
In the following night, %.llitz, Zeuhlen and BiendWalde were attacked
by infantry with armored support. it about 1730 on 23 tarch, the
troops advanced northweatward. The exercise appareatly teruinated

in the morning of 24 Haroh. A Soviet colonel referred to the
exercise an "shifting muneuver" (Verschiebe Manoever). The driver's
cabs of many trucks of the units involved mounted devices which
ccnsiapmd of 4 tubes, about 15 cm long and 4 cr in diameter, and

w Eitted op trlpod.IOfricou were ropoatedly seen looking
tfirou:n the imkmnnts.
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Between 24 and 26 Maych, new tanks fired at the Gentzrode post
firing range. One shot was fired about every 30 minutes. A group
of vehiclegand’ officets with measuring instruments changed its
position after every shot. An o ficer stated that the impacts

of a T-421 were being measured.

During the nights of 22/23 and 23/24 March, noises of trucks and
track-laying vehicles were heard in Neu-Roofen from the direction
of the Mens-Fuerstenberg road. \
columns of trucks, half-truck vehicles with guns and tenks

which oame from the direction of Hheinsberg continually passed
through Mens and proceeded toward Fuerstenberg during the night
of 23/24 March. The columns allegedly involved elemenfl which
feturned from firing practices in the Neuruppin area.

1. /—Lnggont. Accordinz to previous reports, the 12th Gds Tank Div

conducted winter exercises in the eastern portion of the Wittstock

these gl;sq‘rntiom.\ 'the emerciee

B

’lma.mxgraunh—‘awstvg;ﬂ between 19 and 22 Mu'ch./—‘
. 'The present report confirms and supplements
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was conducted particularly to trein thé command personnel. |

. 25X1

‘paragraph 1 tend to {ndicate that & large ‘mumber of
tanks of the new type (P-54s?) participated. The units,shich
proceeded on the Meny-Fuerstenberg road, may have been elements
of tm'"‘ti‘ g Mts Tifle Regt ‘and army troops:of the Secomd Gds
Meoz Army Which*¥eturpéd*to Fuersfénberg from ex¥icises of the"
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" Comnsnt. Tis wes probably a test firing of tumks. ¥ |
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